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Rod Bush and Richard Schauffler, of the Institute for the Study of Labor and
Economic Crisis, were members of a delegation to Nicaragua organized by U.S. Out
of Central America (USOCA) in October 1983.

On Tuesday, October 18, 1983, the village of Pantasma in northern
Nicaragua was viciously attacked by the CIA-backed contras, based in Hon-
duras, who murdered 47 people and left $2 million in damages to the town’s
economic infrastructure. For 13 hours the band of counterrevolutionaries,
some 250 in all, plundered the village, killing, looting, kidnapping, burn-
ing. Like My Lai, this was one more brutal atrocity in a long line of atrocities
by U.S. or U.S.-backed forces, committed in the name of “God, freedom,
and democracy.” And as in the case of My Lai, such tactics only indicate
that the contras are a force whose will to fight is extremely tenuous because
of the increasing demoralization within their ranks; and further, that such
actions are not a sign of a confident force sure of victory, but of a desperate
army attempting to claim a victory and inflict damage at any cost.

In dramatic contrast to the contra army, driven to insane cruelty by
the contradiction of their mission—to destroy their own people —the citizens
of Pantasma showed remarkable resolve:

~ Not one tear, not one lament, not one flower will there be in this
valley for the death of our fellow peasants, teachers, and soldiers,
our massacred people. The tears will now be the arms we will
take up to destroy every one of the criminal Somocistas.

The first North Americans to witness in detail the full horror of Pan-
tasma were members of a delegation organized by a national U.S. organiza-
tion, USOCA (U.S. Out of Central America). We were on a week-long
delegation and stayed an additional day to go to Pantasma and see firsthand
what had occurred. Throughout the trip we had ample opportunity to
witness the remarkable courage with which the Nicaraguans confronted their














